244_____________________Sri Raghavendra

The bhakta, realising that there was something
serious, raised his eyebrows in perplexity and turned his
look towards the priest.

'Do you know the importance of this plate?' the
priest asked the visitor.

'No please, I am not aware.'

'How did you get this?' he asked further and when
the devotee told everything, the priest was astounded
and felt delighted atthe happenings.

'Appa, it was in this plate we had kept the Naivedya
for Sri Raghavendraswami. I was therefore baffled how
it could have come into your hands, when, after
completing the puja and other rituals, we had all come
out, securely locking behind us the sanctum sanctorum
of the Brindavana. In response to your earnest prayer,
Swami has graced you with the Naivedya that had been
offered to him - that too he has come to you in person
and proffered it to you. Oh, what a blessed soul you are!
...' said the priest, leaving the devotee highly excited and
in a state of exuberance that is beyond description.

To those with steadfast devotion towards him, Sri
Raghavendra graces in unthinkable ways. To enjoy
such grace, intense bhakti is necessary. Needless to
say that keeping this incident in mind, one should not
entertain the craving for having his grace by being late
for the Annadhanam and proceeding towards the river to
gulp the running water there, in expectation of the Swami
making available the Naivedya (in the manner he has